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FUNDING FOR COUNTRY FACILITIES 
Grievance 

MR BOWLER (Eyre) [9.45 am]:  My grievance is also to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, who is 
my favourite minister, particularly since the budget came down.   

Several members interjected. 

Mr BOWLER:  Do not worry.  That sentiment is shared on this half-back line.  We all love her, particularly 
since the budget came down.  My grievance is about the misinformation by the member for Stirling about the 
funding for two long awaited country facilities.  In the case of Kalgoorlie-Boulder that facility is a grassed golf 
course, to which the Gallop Labor Government has committed $10.5 million in this budget.  This facility has 
been on the drawing boards for some 20 years.  A lot of promises have been made and broken but this minister 
has kept the promise, and I appreciate that greatly.  A grassed golf course is a dream of not just golfers from the 
three local golf clubs but also civic and local tourist leaders, who can see the far-reaching and long-term benefits 
of such a facility in a dry and arid climate.  Some people have started to question the benefits.  They say they do 
not play golf, and query how they will benefit.  It is not just people who play golf who will benefit from this 
facility.  There is a thing in the bush called the cancer of the bush; that is, fly in, fly out operations.  As members 
of the National Party will know, to overcome the cancer of the bush, we need to continue to improve the social 
fabric of the towns in which we live, because it is a fact of life that we are competing with the cities on the 
coastal strip for people.  Therefore, to combat fly in, fly out operations we need better facilities in the bush.  A 
grassed golf course will be such a facility.  If a town has better facilities, more people will start to live in the 
town, the price of houses will go up, and everyone will benefit.  Therefore, even if people never play golf, or, 
like me, play golf three or four times a year and very poorly, they will benefit from this facility.  A grassed golf 
course will also help tourism.  It will not bring a flock of tourists to Kalgoorlie-Boulder to play golf, but people 
who go there may stay for two days instead of one or for three days instead of two just to play a round of golf.  
We hope that a resort will be built alongside the golf club.  For too long people in the goldfields have put up with 
second best.  With the keeping of yet another election promise by the Gallop Labor Government, we look 
forward to having this modern facility within a couple of years. 

Against this background, the member for Stirling has suddenly made an attack on this project.  The member for 
Stirling is not in the House at this time, but I hope the member for Roe will mention my sentiments to him.  Why 
would the member for Stirling attack funding for a facility in a country area when he is a member of a country 
party?  I believe he is obviously peeved that, after years of neglect by the former coalition Government, my 
colleague the member for Albany was able to do what the member for Stirling had failed to do in the previous 
eight years; that is, get a small boat harbour for Albany.  What did the member for Stirling do about that?  He 
could not attack the small boat harbour and thereby highlight his inadequacies in failing to provide that facility 
for Albany and the good work that my colleague the member for Albany has done; that would be too 
embarrassing.  No; what he did was attack the golf course.  He seemed to think that some funds went from the 
Albany boat harbour to the golf course.  The Albany boat harbour ended up with $12 million, and the golf course 
ended up with $10.5 million, so we are all happy.  The member for Stirling attacked that, which was very 
disappointing.   

I believe that the member for Stirling is jealous that the member for Albany and I have succeeded for our 
electorates where he failed.  He was part of the previous Cabinet - the opposition manager of business would 
know this because he was there at the time - that voted the first sum of money for the grassed golf course.  It was 
$3 million, which I appreciate, of which some $2.2 million is still left and will be used over the next year or so. 

Mr Johnson:  We wanted to look after Kalgoorlie and Eyre.  We wanted to look after everybody. 

Mr BOWLER:  I know the previous Government did!  The member for Stirling obviously did not like voting that 
day and putting up his hand in cabinet!  He finds now that he does not want to vote for it, but he did when he was 
in cabinet.  He has a short memory. 

The minister would know that members of the three golf clubs in Kalgoorlie are walking away from facilities, 
courses and clubhouses that have built up over 100 years through a lot of volunteer labour.  A lot of that land 
will now be subdivided, with the profits going to the golf course, so all the money for it will not be coming out 
of consolidated revenue. 

The member for Stirling attacked the use of water for the grass golf course.  He said that the golf course would 
take much needed water away from the famous goldfields pipeline at a time of drought, when people in the 
wheatbelt, Northam and other places along the route were subject to water restrictions.  I am amazed that the 
member for Stirling did not do his homework and a bit of research. 
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Ms MacTiernan:  Are you?  I am not.  Laziness seems to be the hallmark of the mob opposite. 

Mr BOWLER:  The minister may know the member’s track record better than I.   

The golf course will not use one drop of water from the pipeline.  I am proud of that fact.  I will tell members 
why it will not be using that water.  First, a very big dam will be built at the end of Piccadilly Street to collect 
stormwater.  Secondly, the golf course water will come from treated effluent.  As the minister would be aware, 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder City Council has been treating effluent for 40-odd years.  It has the oldest treatment facility 
in this State.  The council is spending something like $7 million to increase the capacity of the facility.  All the 
extra water will go on the grass golf course. 

I should not be grieving in a way, because the member for Stirling has focused on two wonderful country 
projects.  There is now a race on between the Albany branch of the Labor Party and the Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
branch of the Labor Party to give the member for Stirling life membership!  The only trouble is that, as we know, 
the member for Albany is a much faster runner than I am, so I will have to sneak out the back door to pin the 
badge on the member for Stirling.  I hope we can teach the member for Stirling that he should not complain 
about country dollars going into country areas. 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.54 am]:  I thank the member for 
the grievance.  The issue is very important.  I compliment the way in which the member for Eyre, along with the 
former member for Eyre, have worked with the community so constructively to achieve this project.  Of course, 
it is not just about providing, or even primarily about providing, a facility for local golfers.  There is no way in 
which we can justify putting resources to this extent into such a project no matter how much local golfers might 
desire it. 

As the member for Eyre has rightly said, the project is driven by a much larger agenda.  It is driven by a need to 
reverse the decline in the bush and to provide a standard of amenity in local communities that will enable them 
to attract and retain labour.  It is also about providing a diversification of the economy of a town that has 
basically been built on the mining industry.  That diversification will of course provide jobs. 

I want to go into a little more detail.  The project will be an important increment to the amenity of the town of 
Kalgoorlie.  It will not only provide fantastic golf facilities.  Grass desert courses are particularly beautiful.  It 
will be one of a kind in Western Australia. 

Mr Johnson:  Will you take an interjection? 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  Only if it is sensible. 

Mr Johnson:  It is complimentary.  I was very impressed with the photograph of you that was taken to illustrate 
the new golf course.  It was a very good photograph.  I was very impressed that you knew which end of the club 
to hold.  It is a compliment.  I did not know you were a golfer. 

Ms MacTIERNAN:  I thank the member for an intelligent contribution to this debate! 

I want to make this point because it is very crucial that we understand it: we need to provide this higher standard 
of amenity.  The golf course will provide a facility for golf.  It will also provide an enormously attractive 
physical environment that will enable us to develop a housing estate on the fringes of the golf links.  This in turn 
will create a diversity in housing type that will further enhance that amenity and the attractiveness of the town.  
This will encourage people to go to Kalgoorlie and stay; it will ensure that skilled labour is prepared to live and 
stay in that area and not be lured away by, as the member for Kalgoorlie says, the cancer of the bush - fly in, fly 
out. 

An important part of the project is the development of a tourism facility.  Kalgoorlie has an incredibly rich 
history, both Aboriginal and European, which could be built on if it had a greater range of tourist facilities to 
attract people from all over the world.  There is no doubt that Kalgoorlie has some world-class tourism claims.  
Providing a tourism resort in combination with a grass desert golf course will have the potential to make the 
tourism industry in Kalgoorlie rival its mining base. 

We have approached local communities and asked them what is it in their communities that will make the 
difference and what will change their communities to bring diversity, jobs and opportunities into their area.  The 
community in Geraldton was very clear.  It said that it needed the port enhancement project to bring industry into 
the area.  The community said that it needed that in conjunction with the southern transport corridor and the 
foreshore redevelopment.  The community knew that Geraldton had stagnated.  We delivered on that project. 

In Albany, the council and the development commission, ably led by the member for Albany, identified that the 
project for the whole area of the foreshore redevelopment and the boat harbour would bring resources, jobs and 
diversity into the community.  We delivered that. 

Mr Watson:  The editorial in the Albany Advertiser says that the boat harbour is a turning point for Albany. 
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Ms MacTIERNAN:  That is right. 

The Government has worked with local communities to identify those projects that will be of importance.  The 
development of the golf course in Kalgoorlie is not about providing a facility for local golfers, although 
obviously they will benefit greatly; it is about strategic intervention in an economy of a community so that the 
community can expand. 

Mr Pendal interjected. 
Ms MacTIERNAN:  I have a lot in common with Doug Shave.  We both share a great dislike for the Leader of 
the Opposition.  Doug Shave has told me many interesting stories about the Leader of the Opposition.  I reckon 
he was on the money. 
I have not got much time, but I must say on the issue of water usage that both LandCorp and the City of 
Kalgoorlie-Boulder are absolutely firm that not a single drop of scheme water will be used on this project.  
Water sensitive principles will be strictly entrenched in the design of the Kalgoorlie golf course.  The design will 
include the use of water harvesting and the course will be watered with recycled grey water.  Not a drop of 
scheme water will be used on this golf course.  
The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


